Governor Christie Whitman unveiled her strategic trans- 
portation vision for New Jersey in a major address before 450 
transportation officials who were assembled for the Northeast 
Association of State Transportation Officials (NASTO) confer- 
ence in Atlantic City. 

_The event kicked off the Governor’s campaign to elicit pub- 
lic and legislative backing for a seven cent increase in the gaso- 
line tax to renew the Transportation Trust Fund to support this 
program. 

As the Governor introduced the theme New Jersey FIRST 
— Future Investment and Reinvestment in State Transportation 
— she said it would improve the 25 most congested traffic sites 
in the state in five years and another 40 in 10 years. 


Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. welcomes 
Governor Christie Whitman to the podium at the 
NASTO ‘98 Conference. 


“The $30 billion New Jersey FIRST program is based on six 
fundamental NJDOT initiatives,” said Commissioner John J. 
Haley Jr. These are described in the Governor’s Vision publica- 
tion as follows: 

New Jersey: On the Move... and on Time envisions a 
transportation system that provides diverse and convenient travel 
choices. 

Fix It First commits to intensify repairs and maintenance to 
keep pace with future needs. 

Safety First pledges to reduce motorist fatalities by 25 per- 
cent and pedestrian fatalities by 50 percent. 

New Jersey & You: Perfect Together ensures a transporta- 

(Continued on page 3) 


The Automobile Association of America (AAA) recently honored 
NJDOT when it named Route 47 from Millville to Lower Township as 
one of America’s Top Ten Roads in the rural (two-lane roads) 
category. 

From coast to coast, AAA annually picks ten of the top roads in 
the country — from a picturesque oceanfront boulevard in Florida to 
the Aqua Fria Freeway in Arizona. The selections are based on design 
and architecture, safety features and bridge and pavement conditions. 

“I was pleasantly surprised that we received the award,” said 
Executive Director Frank Battaglia of Region South. “Crew 426 of 
Cumberland continuously performs highway and roadside mainte- 
nance. They have a lot to do with the award-winning condition of this 
highway.” 

Other than routine maintenance, crews have resurfaced Route 47 
from Route 55 to just south of Orange Street (just south of the 
Millville city limits). They’ ve also utilized the curb and sidewalk con- 
tractor to construct 12 handicap ramps within Millville on Route 49 
and at the intersection of Routes 47 and 55. 

Experts from the Federal Highway Administration, National 
Association of Governors Highway Safety Representatives, Associated 
General Contractors, American Public Works Association, 
Transportation Research Board, Virginia Department of Transportation 
and AAA determined the winning roads in each category. 


Traffic Operations Director Jim Paral accepts the AAA America’s 
Top Roads Award from AAA So. Jersey President/CEO Joel Vittori, and 
Regina Tracy, AAA Mid-Atlantic Public Relations Manager. 
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Local Aid’s Demi Dimopoulos does Olympic job 


As a young civil worker in his native 
Greece, Adamantios (Demi) Dimopoulos 
was troubled about the unrest in the gov- 
ernment. When civil war broke out, he 
emigrated to the United States to start a 
new life. 

Fortunately the professional engineer 
found his way to NJDOT’s Bureau of 
Local Aid where he’s worked for the past 
23 years. In his position as a Senior 
Engineer, Demi has worked to help local 
municipalities secure the funds they need 


to improve local roads, add traffic signals, 
improve drainage systems, rehabilitate 
bridges and make other needed local 
improvements. 

His philosophy is simple. “I act as an 
assistant professional and friendly advisor 
to the local governments, giving them the 
opportunity to take full advantage of their 
annual allotment by drafting, planning 
and designing their roadway improvement 
programs to fit their local and regional 
needs,” he said. 


Flanked by Local Aid Manager Bob Goslin on the left and former NJDOT Manager Edward Baker 
(now of Boswell Engineering), Dimopoulos shows satisfaction with the New Jersey Mayors 
Association’s prestigious award for excellence in performance. 


Celebrate New Jersey’ cS history and win 


The cases in the Main Office 
Building near the Reception Area and in 
the E&O Building near the Cafeteria dis- 
played prized archaeological finds for the 
NJDOT celebration of Historic 
Preservation Week. Talks by archaeologi- 
cal expert Dr. Ian Burrow of Hunter 
Research and Barbara Silber of 
McCormick Taylor were also part of the 
events. 

Dr. Burrow’s presentation featured 
one of the earliest structures in Trenton, 


Getting this done isn’t easy. Demi’s 
put in much extra time and effort over the 
years to ensure the municipalities are get- 
ting their fair share of funds available and 
in a timely manner to meet their bud- 
getary needs. He usually starts about 6 
a.m. and, if needed, works on weekends. 

One time paperwork was lost for 
Hopewell Borough, jeopardizing its fund- 
ing. Demi tracked it down and hand car- 
ried it to the municipality the next day, 
so it could receive its funds. Demi 
processes about 730 projects valued at 
$139 million during a calendar year. 

For his years of dedication to the 
municipal and county aid programs, 
Executive Director Larry Anzovino of the 
New Jersey Mayors Association and for- 
mer Mayor of Dunellen recently gave 
Demi the Association’s prestigious award 
for excellence in performance. 
Resembling a work of art, the award 
showed their appreciation for a job well 
done. 

The U.S. Air Force veteran is a mem- 
ber of the U.S. Air Force Association and 
the International Pilots Association. Demi 
is also a member of the Archaeological 
Institute of America and is affiliated with 
the Institute for Advanced Studies at 
Princeton University. Currently, he’s pur- 
suing a Ph.D. degree at Columbia 
University (New York) on the origins of 
the Greek language and classical architec- 
ture. Another talent, as his co-workers 
would agree, is that Demi bakes the most 
wonderful cheesecake — in his spare 
time! 


VEAREGRVER 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
The Transporter is published for 
the employees and retirees of the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation. 
It is written and designed by the 
Communications Office, Main Office 
Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, 
609-530-2127. E-Mail TP1HETM, 
Fax 609-530-5469. Deadline is the 


Rosey Hill Mansion. It was constructed 
before the Revolutionary War and occu- 
pied by the British. During the Route 29 
Freeway project, archaeological excava- 
tions uncovered 17th century coins. 
Silber spoke on the archaeological 
investigations of the Beverwyck Site in 
Morris County that were unearthed during 
the Parsippany Park n’ Ride construction. 
Exquisite plates and other interesting arti- 
facts uncovered at the Revolutionary War 
landmark are on display in the Main 


Dr. Ian Burrow, David Drach and Dennis De 
Gregory of the Bureau of Environmental Services 
examine artifacts from the Rosey Hill site in 
Trenton. 


first of each month. 
The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; | 
Edyth Hetman, News, Features; 
Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; 
Joe Moore, Photography; 
Jim Berzok and John Dourgarian, 
Contributors; 
Kathleen Callahan and Judi Tessein, 
Support Staff. 


Office building. 

You can enter the Historic 
Preservation Photograph Contest spon- 
sored by the NJ Historic Preservation 
Office. Just take a picture of an historic 
resource in New Jersey and mail it to the 
office by July 31. For more information. 
please call (609) 777-4473. 


Wapds: Focus on cus ot omers 


Assistant Commissioner of External and Governmental Affairs Pippa | 
| Woods was the keynote speaker at the Women’s Transportation Seminar 
of Greater New York (WTS) in May. Woods spoke about transportation 
| planning in the 21st century. 
| “The Department must focus on planning future methods of 
| transportation to the consumer,” said Woods. “We have to plan what’s 
| best for the people who use the system.” 

Woods also explained the connection between bike trails and 
| eben how to aid ine mel ays that sone ON nhs too. 


WOODS 


South Region retirees start t 
| South Region retirees, co-workers and friends met at the Coastline Restaurant in Cherry Hill in 
| March. Attendees enjoyed the luncheon and camaraderie so much, they’re planning another get 
/ together next year. Call Norma Henkel at (609) 866-4935 for information. 
| Posing for the photographer are (first row) Betty DeMarco, Mary Fullam; (second row) Joe A. 
Sacco, Norma Henkel, Joan Lee; (third row) Thomas Reese Jr., Whitney Myers, Thomas Reese Sr., 
| Edward Morris, Edward Walker; (fourth row) Gene Blasko, George Earle Sr., Jeff Daneker, Ronald 
| Burns; (fifth row) Albert Malatesta, Raymond Kordeck, Charles Porto, Emerson Pobanz, Nicholas 
| Katkic; (sixth row) Malcolm Palmer, Frank Glancey and Neil Garrison. 
Attendees not pictured are David Venella, Fulton Bonner, Michael DeLeo, David Crisp, John 
| Archibald, Jack Datz, Anthony Canino, William Fanelle, Peter Anastos, Robert Gaffin, Jerry Defeo, 
Vincent DeMarco, Donald Lore, Luke Williams and Arthur Marchione. 
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tion system that gets people where they 
want to go, and gets them there quicker, 
safer, smarter and more conveniently. 

New Jersey the Beautiful presents a 
transportation system that brings commu- 
nities together, provides bicycle pathways 
and access to other places for relaxation, 
pays attention to aesthetic detail and is in 
harmony with the environment. 

New Jersey: a Global Gateway out- 
lines a plan to make our ports the world’s 
premier goods gateway to America by 
2010. 

To fund the program, the legislation 
to reauthorize the Transportation Trust 
Fund (TTF) would include a gas tax 
increase. If approved, the citizens of New 
Jersey will vote in November on whether 
to dedicate funds from an increase in the 
gasoline tax, a surcharge on certain short- 
term car rentals and general revenue con- 
tributions exclusively for transportation 
improvements. 

The breakdown of where the addi- 
tional money will go gives $1.1 billion for 
contracted preventive maintenance (struc- 
tural repairs, resurfacing, drainage, 
guiderail); $9.1 billion for construction; 
$2.4 billion for project development; $3.5 
billion for local aid projects; $0.8 billion 
for aviation and freight projects; $10.6 
billion for public transportation; $1.4 bil- 
lion for program delivery and $1.1 billion 
for other transportation agencies. 

The Governor sees the program as an 
investment in the future. “Investing in 
New Jersey FIRST and a stable source of 
funding will guarantee a higher quality of 
life for all who live in New Jersey,” said 
Governor Whitman. 

NJDOT hosted transportation officials 
from the Northeast, Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands and Canada at the 
conference. 


Blue Ribbons 
Environmentally sound 

State Senator John H. Adler of 
Camden County recently commended 
Director of Operations Support Rod 
Roberson for taking time to meet with 
constituents and listen to their environ- 
mental concerns and ideas for improving 
grounds adjacent to state roads. 


Cc mmunity service 

Members of a synagogue, students 
and Mayor Samuel A. Spina of West 
Orange applaud North Region’s Chet 
Lyszczek and Senior Engineer Bill Davis 


on Pleasant Valley Way in the vicinity of 
the I-280 Interchange. 


for managing the construction of sidewalks 


Representation at the top 

The American ep of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) recently 
appointed Director C. Richard Kamin of 
Motor Vehicle Services to the AAMVA 
International Board. The appointment 
gives New Jersey residents direct access to 
motor vehicle trends and ideas in 50 states 


and ten Canadian provinces. 


NJDOT hosts 


When the Northeast Association of 
State Transportation Officials needed a 
place to meet for their annual conference, 
New Jersey welcomed the chance to 
invite the attendees to Atlantic City. The 
last conference New Jersey hosted was in 
Princeton in 1993. 

This year Governor Whitman gave 
the featured speech on transportation 
visions for the 21st century (see front 
page) and USDOT Deputy Secretary 
Mortimer L. Downey gave the closing 
speech. 

Putting together the pieces of a suc- 
cessful conference takes a year of plan- 
ning and doing by a lot of people to host 
450 attendees for three days and nights. 

Leading the conference team was 
Chairman Harold Neil of the 
Commissioner’s Office. Meg Frampton of 
Division of Transportation Systems 
Planning coordinated the committee 
work. 

Dennis Keck of Traffic Operations 
chaired the NASTO ‘98 program commit- 
tee with help from Bill Hoffman of the 
Office of Transportation Technology and 
Bill Beetle of Transportation Systems 
Planning. They worked with other trans- 
portation departments and companies to 
set up speakers and panelists for the pre- 
sentations on key intermodalism issues. 

Heading the Communications initia- 
tive was Camille Sinclair. Krista Rupertus 
produced a video, Debbi Hutton designed 
the logo, promotional mailings and 
brochures. Frank Bridgewater and Judi 
Tessein worked on publications and pre- 
sentations and John Dourgarian did pub- 
licity and organized a panel. Team mem- 
bers included Kathy Callahan, Mark 
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Dunlap (now of the Governor’s Office), 
Edyth Hetman and Joe Moore. 

Getting people to interesting places 
and doing exciting things during their 
stay was the responsibility of Mary Beth 
Whittaker of Survey Services, who put 
together “A Jersey Sampler” for attendees 
and spouses to enjoy. The activities 
included the first annual pre-meeting golf 
tournament, a relaxing cruise, tours of 
Cape May and the Coast Guard Center, a 
visit to the Renault Winery, historic 
Smithville and viewing the inner work- 
ings of a casino. 

Barbara Fort and Jeanne Yancer of 
Human Resources created and operated 
the data base for tracking NASTO partici- 
pants and worked the conference registra- 
tions. Their committee handled the regis- 
trations before and during the conference, 
prepared the name tags and compiled a 
directory of attendees. 

Making sure everything went right 
with the hotel, from planning stages to the 
days of the conference was Joe Weber of 
Quality Management Services. He 
ensured that everyone’s needs were met 
during the conference. 

Rich Melini and Cora Sue 
Santopietro of Communications responsi- 
bilities were the arrangements for the 
heads of the transportation departments. 

Fred Schrenck of the Bureau of 
Legislative Analysis and Peggy Lennon 
of Finance and Administration were in 
charge of the 41 vendors who exhibited 
during the conference. 

Transporting conference attendees to 
the airport, casinos and other destinations 
was handled by Pat Keating and Kim 
Burkhart of NJDOT’s Bureau of 
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in Atlantic City 


Equipment. Pat and Kim also coordinated 
deliveries to the hotel and committee 
communications. 

Ron Bersch and Jim Inverso of 
Finance kept the money straight, paid the 
bills and collected the money. 

Charles Ingoglia and other NJ 
TRANSIT workers engineered Monday 
evening’s Mystery Train Adventure on NJ 
TRANSIT’s Atlantic City Rail Line. Carl 
Pulaski of NJT coordinated transportation 
for the technical tours to the FAA Center. 

FHWA Division Administrator 
Dennis Merida served on the Organizing 
Committee. 

Other NASTO workers included: 
Jack Donnelly, Norma Manigan and 
Linda Taylor, Commissioner’s Office; 
Lisa Adams, Deborah Baughman, Robert 
Cunningham, Ann Fratticcioli, Kay 
Gentile, Jason Hahn, Robert Hassell, Joe 
Langer, Jane Kruszewski, Bub Kovacs, 
Chuck Maciejunes, Doreen Plummer, 
Cheryl Taliaferro, Binh Vo and Cindy 
Worrell of CPM; Lori Cook, Talvin 
Davis, Jamie Derose, Judy Garay, Denise 
Goddard, Judi Parish and Nancy Webber 
of External & Governmental Affairs; 
Stacy Brugno, Theresa Cocco, Louis 
Crammer, Donna Deveney, Linda 
Gephart, Shirley Guerieri, Wally Jenkins, 
Jim Lawrence, Shari Lerit, Kim 
Levondowski, Mary Ann Mazon, Craig 
Prekop, Paul Sanders, Deb Snyder, Andy 
Tobias and Peter Yull of Finance and 
Administration; John Gahwyler, Dennis 
Motini, Patricia Ott, Maurice Rached, and 
Lucy Sanderson of Operations; Chris 
Foley of OTIS; and Penny Bassett 
Hackett, Carol Mack, Sally Morris and 
Dan Sedares of NJ TRANSIT. 


EMPLOYEE ROAD WATCH 


We have 10,000+ eyes to spot road conditions that merit NJDOT attention: 


— animal carcasses, potholes, debris, graffiti, sign damage, grass height, etc. 
Keep the new yellow “report” card that was distributed 


with the June 12 checks handy 
(ask for it if you didn’t get one). 


Use it to FAX your road watch report to the Assistant Commissioner for Operations. 


609-530-5692 


NJDOT CAN HELP KEEP NEW JERSEY BEAUTIFUL. 
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1. Governor Whitman and Commissioner Haley greet FHWA Administrator Dennis Merida. 2. Commissioner Haley delivers the opening speech. 3. Deputy 
Commissioner Stan Rosenblum takes the podium. 4. James Sullivan of Connecticut DOT introduces Amtrak’s Barbara Richardson (formerly of NJDOT) 
and Peter Yerkes of the Port Authority of NY/NJ. 5. Jason Hahn and Donna Derrico solve a computer glitch. 6. Joe Weber, Pat Keating and Jeanne Yancer 
confer. 7. Attendees enjoy a social event. 8. Harold Neil checks on registrations. 9. Glen Gershaneck of Vermont looks on as Commissioner Haley presents 
Ann Canby, outgoing NASTO president, with a souvenir of her days as a bicycling NJDOT Commissioner. 10. Gershaneck accepts the NASTO presidency. 
11. Maurice Rached speaks to a vendor. 12. Loraine Cook and Lisa Adams check late registrations. 13. Mary Beth Whittaker readies the next spouse tour. 
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Left: Jack Donnelly, Commissioner’s Office, chats with Co-worker Award recipient Brice Stanton Jr. and his wife at the ceremony. Right: 


Deputy Commissioner Stan Rosenblum hands Doreen Holsneck her award as Outdoor Advertising Director William Norton looks on. 


NJDOTers honors co-workers for ‘making a difference’ 


Some workers have made such a dif- 
ference in the workplace and the commu- 
nity that their fellow employees selected 
them to receive a 1998 Co-worker 
Recognition or a Community Service 
Award for outstanding volunteerism. 

“This is such a friendly group,” said 
Deputy Commissioner Stan Rosenblum as 
he presented the awards for 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
Supervisors, friends, family and co-work- 
ers congratulated the eight recipients. 

This year’s recipients are: 

Operations: Automotive Mechanic 


Matthew Sailey, Cherry Hill Garage, 
Region South; 

Motor Vehicle Services: Supervisor 3 
Brice Stanton Jr., Newton Inspection 
Station; 

Finance and Administration: 
Principal Clerk Typist Karen Reynolds, 
Support Services; 

Capital Program Management: 
Principal Drafting Technician George 
Booker, Structural Engineering; 

External and Governmental Affairs: 
Principal Aid Ride Sharing Coordinator 
Margaret Frampton, Interagency 


Coordination; 

Commissioner’s Office: Secretarial 
Assistant 2 Deborah Crawford, Inspector 
General’s Office and Principal Clerk 
Typist Doreen Holsneck of Outdoor 
Advertising, Aeronautics & Freight. 

Manager 3 Richard P. Stella of 
Support Services, Finance and 
Administration, received the community 
service award. Stella is a lifelong volun- 
teer, including the Special Olympics for 
20 years and the Civitans youth/leader- 
ship group that motoivates young people 
to become involved in their community. 


